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Gross cost of welfare benefits and services (£258 bn)

Public perception of benefit fraud (£43.2 bn)

Coalition benefit cuts (£24.7 bn)

Benefits that go unclaimed (£17 bn)

Tax fraud (£15 bn)
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HMRC estimate of missing taxes (£34 bn)

Total cost of all taxes avoided and evaded (£122 bn)
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Benefit fraud is 
minuscule (0.38%)
but people believe 
it’s huge.


